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almost departed from the land. And worse than all
other evils was the moral deterioration, and the want of
national spirit and national enthusiasm. A generation
that had grown to manhood in the midst of such an apo-
calypse of iniquity lacked the self-respect and the respect
for others which are the necessary conditions of peaceful
progress; and it .also lacked conspicuously the patriotic
feeling which is the foundation of national greatness.
For two centuries or more Germany was merely a geo-
graphical expression. Her sons had first ruined her by
their unholy quarrels, and had then stood by while the
Swede, the Spaniard, and the Frenchman distributed
her territories, and settled her political and religious
constitution. Many ages were to pass away, the disci-
pline of many a sorrow was to be endured, before the
Fatherland could taste the blessing of unity, and its
children take their proper place' among the strongest and
noblest of the nations.

The horrors of the Thirty Years' War were the natural
result of the principles of Machiavelli applied in the field
as well as in the cabinet The old restraints were., as we
have seen, no longer felt. The Emperor was one of the
combatants. His authority was set at naught by his
foes, and submission to it sat very lightly upon his
friends. The Pope ceased to command the reverence
which had previously been paid to him. The Protes-
tants, of course, gave no heed to his decrees, and reviled
his person and office. Many of the Imperialist generals
cared little for the system of which he was the head, and
which they were in arms to defend. Arnim was a Lu-
, theran while he was in the service of the Emperor, as
well as when he commanded the Saxon army. Numbers
of Wallenstein's officers were Protestants. Wallenstein